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INTRODUCTION. 



Thia defence of Judge Whitney, hat already appeared in the *' American Baptist^" a lib- 
eral paper^ pnbiijsbM..^^ IJ^f^^U^l^^but aeems not to have been Y^'eSebsl vely, n at all, 
qubied oy'the press, as }ew editors nnd it for their pecuniary interest to give any thing even on 
the defensive, having any bearing on this topic. There are, however, many at the present 
time, not excepting xnepibers of secret institutions, who are prepared to do as the author here 
has done, when they shall find that their obligations are to be interpreted as they have been in 
Belvidere Lodge. 

It has long been a question, whether in any case, the claims of religion and civil society are 
to yield to those of the Lodges* Many pious people have so fully held the affirmative that they 
have sincerely opposed secrecy as an element of any institution, whether literary, political or 
religious. On the other hand, we have s^n numerousiorders rising, whose memliers insist up- 
on the utility and necessity of secret obligationSf and affirm that no danger is to be apprehended 
from this source. 

The following pages speak directly to this point. The facts come from the institution it- 
self, drawn out by a great public excitement, from such as were most unwilling to have them 
made public. All the circumstances related have so direct a bearing upon what the people 
are anxious to know and should know, that it is n ot surprisi ng tbjat spp^^*^^ paina Rhnnlrf have 
been taken to suppress the jv hole history. There was no alternative left for the author, ftS an 
hbnesi man. iTiVreadei' wilTJudge for himself of the motive that prompted the writer of the 
'' Defence" to publish, and of the spirit in which his work is performed. A candid perusal is 
all that need be solicited in its favor to settle these questions in every honest mind. 

The " Remarks" appear now for the first time in print, and will doubtless be read with as 
much edification as curiosity. Although they have no necessary connection with the " 2>e- 
/ence," yet this may well accompany it in its difficult visits to those who would have the truth, 

EDITOR. 
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On page 5, line 18, from bottom, for « Post " Master, rtad " Past'' Master. 
On page 5, Ihie 17; from lottomi for << Juc^e " bas; read, ** Lodge " has. 
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DEFENCE OF DANIEL H. WHITNEY, 

Then Worshipfdl Master of Belvidere Lodge, No. 60, of Free and 
Accepted Masons : Before the Grand Lodge of the State of Il- 
linois, October 1851. 
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Most Worshipful Orand Master and Memh(',rs of (he Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Ma' 

sons of the Stale of Illinois : 

My pecuniary circumstances deny me the privilege of availing myself of the exercise o f 
my right to appear before you, and in person defend myself against the charges, which, I have 
been informed by our M. W. G. Master, will be laid before yau at your present communica- 
tion ; and I am consequeutly compelled to submit in writiilg that defence which it would be 
my highest pleasure to submit personally, were it in my power so to do. 

I anticipate the first subject to which the Grand Master will call your attention is the fol- 
lowing letter, (the heads of which I have numbered for convenience) to wit: 

" The following statement of facts is submitted for the consideration and action of the Grand 
Master ; 

1 . Daiiiel H. Whitney is Master of Belvidere Lodge No. 60. An excitement has grown up 
in our community out of a cfiarge of crime against one" of onFbrothers, Samuel L. Keith. 

2. Mr. Keith for a fime eluded the vigfiiance of our police, and there grew up in the public 
mind an anxious desire that he should be arrested. 

3. The fact of Mr. Keith's friends and counsel being three of them Masons, pointed sus- 
picion to them, as being concerned in the hiding. 

4. While at the same time some of the strongest and most active men in the pursuit were 
known and staunch Masons. 

5. Dr. Whitney has not ceased to charge individual brothers, and by inference, the Lodger 
with conniving and arranging lo defeat the. ends of public justice. * 

6. In so doing he has headed and been regarded by others as the head of an anti-masonic \ 
excitement, and the bitterpst anti-masons among our people quote him exultingly as authority j 
fur their charges against the order and individual brothers. 

7. At a public meeting held at the Court House in Belvidere, the 34th day of June, D. H, 
Whitney did say Substantially these things : *• That Joel Florida, (the Sheriff, a brother Ma- 
son,) it he had a warrant against Keith, and saw him, and had it in his power to arrest him, 
would not do it." Being asked by Mr. Gooding, P. M. (pist master) why Florida would not 
arrest Keith, Dr. Whibey answered, " because he is a Mason and an Odd Fellow." 

8. He also at the same place improperly made allusion to the obligation of a Master Mason. 

9. In the presence of Br. Hurlbut, and to *a1i excited crowd of outsiders, he said " that he 
had learned that the Masons were going to attack him in the Lodge because he had done his 
duty in pursuing a murderer, and that he was ready J^. defy and meet them." 

10. In the Lodge he has reiterated the same statemehts, and defied the Lodge to interfere 
with him. 

11. Many other things are reported of him which may be true or may be not — and we, the 
undersigned, Master Masons of Belvidere Lodge No. 60, believe that he is rapidly rushing to- 
ward open and avowed hostility to the Order, and feel perfectly convinced that the safety of 
the Institution requires immediate action on the part of its high authorities. 

12. There are other particulars which we cannot communicate by writing, which press us 
to this measure, and we do earnestly urge immediate and energetic measures. Given under 
our hands at Belvidere, this 28th day of June, 5851. 

Cephas Gardner, John Curtiss, Lyman. Andrews, A. E. Jdonar, Stephen A. Hurlbut, 
W. T. Burgess, L. H. Magher, Isaac Benson, James Johnson, Ralph D, Rix^ SiaieaoL 
Peck, E. A. Woodruff, H. I. Doolittle, Simon Ba&s^W 
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"Belvidere IjODoe No. 60. 
I, Ralph D. Rix, Secretary of said Lodge, do hereby certify that I know the persons whose 
1 names are above written, and that they are members in good standing, Master Masons of the 
! Lodge, and entitled to credit as such. In witness whereof 1 have hereunto appended my pri- 
vate seal, (no Lodge seal being provided) at Belvidere, this 30th June 6851. 

RALPH D. RIX, Secretary, [seal]." 
Accompanying which, I presume will be the following private letter addressed by me to the 
Most Worshipful Grand Master, viz : 

"Belvideee, Boone County, Ii.l., July 6th, 1861. 
M. W. O. Master of the Grand Lodge of F. A. M's, III.: 

Dear Sir : — I must beg of you to excuse me for addressing you on Sunday, for the rea- 
son that our mails are very irregular now ; and because I but learned last evening that charg- 
es had been forwarded to you against me, several days since. 

1. As these proceedings were without my knowledge, and in express violc^tion of mutual 
arrangements made at the regular communication of the Lrdge, held on the evening of a week 
previous to last Thursday, I am unprepared, fully to anticipate the charges ; and hoping that 
this will reach you in time, 

2. I write, and state that this Lodge has been, for nearly two years past, nearer a hell than 
anything earthly that I can conceive of. 

3. I find myself a^^otSfated, as a Mason, with drunkards, blackguards, loafers, gamblers, 
whore masters, an^^urderers ; and tSeir aiders, abettors and accessories. 

4. Disgust^^'and ashamed of such associates, some two years ago I applied for a demit, 
which w^ granted, but afterwards, through the importunity of worthy members, andweTave 
stLchA. consented to a motion to rescind the vote granting the demit, and took the office of Sen- 
ior, Warden, worried on through the year, and hoping that I might be able to restore harmony 
in the Lodge, and arrange its greatly deranged finances, and relying on pledges that' discipline 

' shou}4 be enforced, I took the office of Master, evidently against the good wishes of the loafers 
and rowdies ; and tlie Lodge has struggled on, improved only in its finances, until the death of 
Ellen SladQ ; 

6. Whom, it appears from the finding of the Coroner's jury, Samuel L. Keith, a member of 

' this Lodge, seduced, and procured an operation to produce an abortion which resulted in her 

. sudden death, June^20th ; 

6. When the open^and palpable course of members to screen, secrete and run off Keith, I 
promptly rebuked, anchendeavored to throw the odium from the Institution of Masonry and 
upon those whom I believe^lK^ilty of the base transaction. 

7. But after all, here is the i^ad and front of my offending : A warrant was put into the 
'f hands of Joel Florida, Sheriff, auiHoember of this Lodge, on Sunday night, commanding the 

arrest of Kieth ; the sheriff made no eSective move to execute it, nor sent out officers, nor gave 

the warrant to any other one — all was excitement, and at a large meeting assembled at the 

, Court House, I denounced the conduct of the Sheriff, and repelled the charges publicly made 

J against the Institution, and assured the people that Masonry taught the very contrary, and that 

' \ these men were acting on their own responsibility and in derogation of their duties, not only 

"- \ as citizens, but as Masons. 

8. I (being Judge of the county) issued on Wednesday morning a warrant, and put it into 
the hands of officers and men on whom I could rely, and in whom the people had confidence, 
and they arrested and brought Keith back to town on Friday morning. 

%. I have given my opinion in open Lodge, that the iirige has the power to try, suspend, 

or expell their Master, and offered to submit as a private member, to the discipline and dealings 

of the Lodge ; this, it seems, is not satisfactory, and I do not care what course is pursued, nor 

what the result may be, the value of the quill with which I write. I wish you to send me a 

^ s full copy of the charges, together with all the names of the accusers. 

\ 10. One thing is apparent, we have Masons here who construe their obligations precisely 

f advjias been charged by the enemies of Masonry ; I have never so learned, I have never so 

tau^t Masonry ; and if I shall now learn that such is Masonry — I swear by the Great Su- 

£ Architect, and by the God (^ gods, that I hive enough, of it, and that the world has too 

of it. As I have learned and taught Masonry, and as I believe you have learned and 

cb it, I remain fraternally yours, &^., 

D. H. WHITNEY, W. M. 
Belvidere Lodge, No. 60, F. A. M's." 
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Most Worshipful and Brethren :— Before entering upon an examination of the chargoa 

contained in the foregoing letter of accusations, and such others as I anticipate will be adaed 

bjr tmr Grand Master from verbal statements made to him in open Lodge by certain thembers, I 

^eem it important to advert to th9 proceedings of the Grand Master when here ; and now state 



most distinctly that the course pursued by the Grand Master was courteous, prompt and impar- 
tial, leaving no one just cause to complain, so far as the same came under my observation. 

On the 25th of July, 1851, about 10 o'clock, A. M., the Grand Master called on me at my 
own house, where he found me in bed, recovering from a severe attack of sickness. He in- 
formed me that he must dispose of the object of his visit that day. I requested him to g^ve 
more time, as but few of the members could be notified, and the attendance would t)e, princi- 
pally, my accusers, and so far as their words and actions could influence the Grand Master, 
they would stand my accusers, the witnesses against me and my judges; and I desired mor« 
time because I did not feel well enough to attend, a right which I claimed and the G. M. eon- 
ceded. But after speaking of his distance from home, (being by the usually traveled route over 
iour hundred miles) and the great inconvenience to him of delay, I consented and directed him 
to the Sr. Warden. A few of the members were summoned to attend at the ball at 2 P. M. — " 
By the assistance of a friend, I got to the Lodge, and remained there until the Grand Master 
announced his determination to recall the Charter, and closed the Lodge until after the next 
communication of the Grand Lodge. 

The Lodge has between sixty and seventy members ; twenty-one attended, but only fifteen 
were much of the time in the Lodge, nine of whom had signed the letter of charges, five were 
favorably inclined toward me, (one being a clergyman, and two church members, the only pro- 
fessors of religion present,) and one, Br, S.^ \V., acted rather conservatively ; and of the other 
six who were occasionally in the Lodgo, one or two manifested the same' bitterness that my 
accusers did. 

After the Lodge was opened, S. A. Hurlbut spoke at considerable length of the charges in 
the letter, and made others, verbally. No charges were made by afiidavit, nor any evidence 
given under oath, nor were any persons present but Master Masons. 

I will now reply to the charges contained in the letter of accusations, and which I first saw 
in the bands of the Grand Master. 

1. "An excitement," &c. The Coroner's Jury on Sunday night issued a warrant against 
Samuel L. Keith, (a Master Mason and member of Belvidere Lodge,) charging him with mur- 
der, they having found from the evidence, that several months previously be had seduced El- 
len Slade, and that on the Sunday preceding the 20th of June, he took her fromTer mother's, 

.,. some eight miles out of town, brought her to town, and kept her in a private room in his store, 

'■ where, Dr. Woodward testified before the jury, at Keith's request he visited her Monday and 

Tuesday, and that Tuesday evening she was brought to his. Dr. W.'s house. An abortion 

.' was produced, and she died from the effects of the operation on the succeeding Friday night, 

y June 20th,. This was the original cause of the " excitement." 

2. " Mr. Keith for a time eluded," &c. Mr. Keith, it appears was secreted in town from 
Sunday night, June 22, until Tuesday evening, and it is well known to this whole community 
that the Sherifif used no vigilance to arrest him. ' 

3. "The fact of Mr. Keith's friends and counsel, three of them being Masons," &c. It was 
not that Mr. Keith's friends or counsel were Masons, that " pointed suspicion to Masons" as 
concerned in the secreting and hiding of Keith. About noon, Monday June 23d, I came into 
town and found the street full of men in a high state of excitement, and threatening to^mob the 
office of Brs. Fuller and Burgess, and to lynch Burgess, because it was reported by the Coro-. . 
ner and several of the Jury, that Burgess, under pretext of aidtng the Coroner in the investiga- 
tion, (the proceedings being exparte) was admitted into the jury room, and after ascertaining ; 
the evidence against Keith, left the room, then disclosing the fact that he was counsel for Keith. \ 
This ^* pointed suspicion." The Sheriff was also in town, with the warrant in his possession, ^ 
and not manifestinor the slightest disposition tQ executQ it. This also " pointed suspicion." — r 
In my hearing, Br. Masons and Odd Fellows were taunting and burlesquing those who were ) 
manifesting an anxiety for Keith's apprehension. This "pointed suspicion." The people 
were also excited to suspicion of unfairness on the part of Masons aud Odd Fellows, and " sus- 
picion pointed" to these institutions, because the Coroner and several of the jurors reported the 
fact, that just as the testimony was closed and the warrant drawn up, it was announced that . 
Keith had fled, when all of the jurors instantly signed the warrant, except S. C. Gooding, who ? 
was the only Mason on the Jury, and well known to be both a Mason and an Odd Fellow ; he ' 
refused for about an hour and a halt (which was construed into delay to give Keith time to \ 
escape or conceal himself,) and then signed it. 

4. " While, &c„ in pursuit, &c., were known and staunch Masons." This is a gross i, 
falsehood, and known to be so to every one who signed the letter of complaints ; and known to \ 
be untrue to more than a thousand responsible citizens of this county. Br. Connel was the 
only Mason in pursuit of Keith at all; I sen^ him out when I issued the warrant, because I 
knew he regarded his duty as a citizen, and would, and did, faithfully perform it. 

5. ** Dr. Whitney has not ceased to charge," &c. It would have been not only folly, but J 
madness, if I bad been base enough, for me, the Master of the Lodge, to have denied the im-^| 
proper interference of Masons, in the very fa:>e of a community possessed .at lea«t of common i 
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! 'setise, and to whom that improper interference was known beyond reasonable doubt. Bat it 
^ is not truo that I have ch.irged this upon the " Institution and Order," — on the contrary, in the 
presence of some hundreds assembled at the Court house on the 24th June, I assured the peo- 
ple that Masonry taught no snch thing, as I had learned it; nor did I believe'that Odd Fellow- 
ship did ; and that the course being pursued by several of the brethren would receive the re- 
buke of the Lodge; and 1 certainly thought so then; and although I now find myself on trial 
'for exposing iniquity, and discharging my duty as a good citizen, as the head of the Lodge, and 
\as a public officer, instead of those who were most grossly culpable and plainly guilty, I will 
yet indulge the hope that a majority of this Lodge view this matter precisely as I do; and so 
Delieving at the lime, I assured the people at the 0. H., that the conduct they witnessed in 
several of the members of the Lodge, would not receive the countenance of the high authori- 
ties of the Institution, and pledged myself to ascertain if such were the acknowledged obliga- 
ij[tions of Masons to each other, and if so I would decluro it publicly ; and I prayed Gob, if I as- 
J- -certained such to bo Masonry, to palsy my limbs and strike mo dead if I ever crossed the 
^ threshhold of a Masonic Lodge again.; this prayer I now repeat, and I swear that I will keep 
!,■ that vow to the letter. 

6. " In so- doing he has headed an Anti-Masonic excitement," &c. The Grand Master wil 
undoubtedly recollect how utterly false this charge was shown to be, and that S. Bassett, the 
only one of the accusing brethren present at the Court House, and one of my bitterest prose- 
cutors, admitted befoj^e him in open Lodjre that I there repelled the charges made against the 
instituiion, and that wk^ he complained of was my charge against the SherilT, and what he 
considered an improper alii^sion to the oath or obligation of a Master Mason. And it is well 
known to hundreds, and especially these anti-masons, that I charged the improper obstruction 
of the law upon individual mert^^.ers, and such has been my course since, always naming the 
'indlvidoals, who," in my'opinion, were so engaged, viz : Hurlbut, Burgess, Gooding, Bassett, 
JPeck, & Co., the last of whom is the mere tool of others, an ignorant old twaddler, deserving 




crats, were for organizing an Anti-Masonic party. A mass meeting was called, and I, as the 
only man in the county considere3 as possessed of the influence, was put forward to allay the 
excitement and prevent such an organization ; and in a speech of some two hours, I pointed 
out the impropriety of such an organization without more coijent reasons than had yet been of- 
" fered, and induced the abandonment ot the organization ; although, as I expected at the time, 
it made me enemies in my own party ; but it is a way 1 learned of my old Methodist mother 
who is now beatified at the right hand of the Grand Warden, in the Supreme Grand Lodgo 
above, to " do right, and let consequences take care of themselves ;" and so I shall continue to 
act, and when I am so well satisfied of the corruption of Masonry, as to become imbued with 
^ the spirit of anti-masonry, 1 shall send you my renunciation instead of my defence. What an- 
ti-masons may quote or say, I do not know, neither do I care. 

7. " At a public meeting," &c. I did not say if Br. Florida had a warrant he would not ar- 
rest Keith ; for all present knew that he had had the warrant from Sunday night until then, 
Tuesday afternoon, and that he was making no effective piove to execute it — hence the as- 
sembling of that very meeting. But this I did say, that I did not belieye the Sheriff would ar- 
* rest Ke^th if he had it in his power, because the j^ weYe both Masonsjind Odd Fellows. When 
I made this charge aijaitrstthre ■»5herilf,1 honestly ^lieve'dlt, and afterwariJs, as I stated in 
open Lodge, and in presence of our M. W. G. Master, I was more confirmed in that belief ; 
of course I had no positive proof, other than the Sheriff remaining in town in the midst of the 
; excitement, and not so much as giving the warrant to any other officer, or exhibiting the least 
; disposition to procure Keith's arrest, and I was further confirmed in this belief, because I 
: was informed that on the Monday succeeding the murder of Miss Slade, several persons be- 
ilievingthat Keith was concealed in his father's house, induced the Sheriff to go with them to 
liisearcU the house, and thay reported that he merely followed the old lady through a few of the 
'1 -rooms, and could not be induced to search the cellar, and these persons say that from the 
.^jSheriffa agitated manner they believed that he knew Keith was concealed there ; and the fact 
IS now well established, by Keith's own admission, that he «vas secreted there from Sunday 
night until Tuesday evening. I was more fully confirmed in this belief, because on the day 
that I issued the warrant with which Kieth was apprehended, the Sheriff was the first person 
' to whom I communicated, fully, the facts on which I had issued the warrant, which was on 
information that one of Keith's counsel had employed one John Allen to take Keith to the II- 
' linois River, for which he had paid Allen a large sum of money, and that Allen had communi- 
« Gated these facts to Job Kennyon, who had informed against Allen, and I told the Sheriff that 
I had sent a number of persons in pursuit, and that they were not more than two hours behind 
in the start. Br. Florida seemed very much agitated, and kept repeating, " you are on the 
9r7vjj^ track; Keith bas not gone South, he has gone North, and you had better call back your 
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men and send them North ;" and from Br. Florida's excited manner I was perfectly satisfied 
that he was cognizant* of Keith's whereabouts, and that the officers and men were on the rijjht 
track. They pursued the iSouth course and arrested Keith and Allen, and foand upon ttio 
person of Ailen (a poor devil) some two hundred and thirtydollars which Keith claimed, and 
I am informed ttx)k from Allen. Now, as some of you may conclude that all this was insnfli- . 
cient to warrant a strong presumption of the improper conduct of members of my Lodge, 1 will ; 
add another reason why 1 could not look upon these transactions of Masons and Odd Fellows, iV 
who did all the conspicuous figuring th atjipa' 'rg .8Ste<L]JUthe absoliite Jefianc'e of the laws of j^ 
the land, with much allowance, which is IITISL Sd6n aftcrlhe murder of Miss Slade, t wasiii-/ 
fbritt^d'hy a "member of the Lodge, that anoth^of the [numbers was urging the Masons to ex- 
ert themselves to screen Keith, and offering as thceaso^ and inducement, thatit would strength- 
en the Institution and induce others to join, by slKHytug to the world that 'Masons would stand 
by and protect each other. This was communicated by one of the members" who is now most 
active and bitter against me. I then believed, and am now convinced, that this was thrown 
out to me by this member as a feeler, and if it took, preparatory to a systematic opposition to 
the course of public justice, on the part of misguided and wicked members of this Lodge, the 
names of many of whom you have now before you. 

8, " He also improperly alluded to the obligation," &c. This charge is without tfefe sem- 
blance of truth, and how the fourteen accusing brethren could certify it as a fact, is passing 
strange ; for but one of them was present, to hear what I did say. And I certainly had no in- 
tention to, nor did I, allude improperly to the obligation of the Master's degree, nor to any of 
the secrets of free masonry. And I have no doubt the G. M. will recollect that all that was 
made on this charge was the statement of Br. Bassett that I told " tlie crowd that Masons were 
nnder obligations to do the very contrary of what the public were charging upon the Institu- 
tion, and what I greatly feared was true in regard to a fuw individuals." This I admitted ; 
and it being manifest that the jistof this charge wasmynsing the word obliffatiorit the Grand 
Master remarked that he did not consider that that amounted to anything, " for,' said he, ** the 
world knows we have oaths and obligations"-r«cfid I admitted that I said also, that as I under- 
stood Masonic obligations. Masons were .toitight not only passive but active obedience to the 
laws under which they live. If I aiu wrong you have now the power of showing me my er- 
ror ; but I assure you that I havd so understood Masonry, I have so taught it — and I will ne- 
V3r know and practice it otherwise. S — •— *- —-——•■■"• "-••»*.*-«-h**«*o*.;«*a».. -v^. 

9. '' In the presence of Br. Hurlbut, &c., had learned that Masons were going to attack 
him," die. I was so informed, first by an " outsider," and secondly by a Br. Master Mason 
(who refused to take part in my assassination,) and who told me it was arranged to ask me to 

'' resign, after I should take the chair at the next meeting of the Lodge, and knowing that I 

would not do it, it was further arranged that certain ones (the names of several of whom I 

find upon the foregoing letter of complaints) should drag me by lorce from the chair, and in 

- the melee assassinate me, and trust to the circumstances of a row, and the strong arm of Ma- 

i Bonry for protection. I did not say " because I had done my duty in pursuing a murderer ;" 

i but I said because I had discharged my duty as a public officer, in endeavoring to procure the 

arrest of a man charged by the comtituted authorities with murder. 

In regard to the meditated attack on me, the Grand Master will undoubtedly remember, that 
Br. Fuller, S. W., stated in open Lodge, that at the meeting of the Lodge after the murder of 
Miss Slade, it required the exercise of all the influence he possessed to prevent a " row in the 
Lodge," and that he prevented it " by inducing^ a part of the members to go home, and others 
to keep still ;" and while I give full credit to Br. Fuller for the course he pursued, and its good 
effects, yet it is true that these members were in a great measure deterred from their ruffianly 
designs pn.me,'by a perfect l[nowledge tbatan excited populace, already goaded to madness by 
the base and shameful course pursued by members of this Lodge in reference to the murder of 
Miss Slade, had become aware of their designs on me, and that their every move was watch- 
ed ; and it is to these two circumstances that I now owe my escape from violence and death 
at the bands of Master Masons, in obedience (as they contend) to the duties they owe to the In- 
stitution, and the obligations that they have voluntarily taken upon themselves. 

10. " In Lodge he has reiterated," &o. In Lodge F have repeated my knowledge of their 
premeditated attack on me, and also the declaration of one of the members that he wished to 
God there would be a lynch mob and I in it, he would be damned sure to dispose of me first, 
and that there were a half dozen others ready to do the same thing ; and I also said in open 
Lodge that they could not over-awe nor deter me from discharging my duty as a public officer, 
and a citi:z;en. 1 1 and 12 1 pass, until I come to notice verbal charges, which I presume these 
were intended to cover. 

13. Names of the accusers—- of these fourteen, I ask the Grand Lodge to bear in^ mind, that 
but one was present at the meeting of the Court House, several of them had not been in the 
Ijodge since that meeting, hare not exchanged a word with me od the subject, nor even teen 
me up to the time of signing the accosatioxui, and knew no more of ttie truth or C«l«vt^ ^ <»w 
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charges than did any man in Europe. Yet they have a right to prefer charges, and of that I do 
not complain. , 

14. The certificate of Br. Secretary is well enough in its way ; and I have only to remark 
of my accusing brethren^ that one is under the charge of having commiited willful and corrupt 
perjury in a suit where another Mason was a party and suffered in consequence of that perju- 
ry ; one of the accusers is charged by a Br. Maiion with supplanting him in business, by false- 
ly representing himself as agent for the sale of a piece of land, and agreeing on the price ; and 
afterwards going to another person and disclosing the bargain made with the brother Mason, and 
then selling the land to this person for fifty dollars more, and hurrying him off to Chicago to 
secure the title ; as he really had no power to sell ; by which misrepresentation and transaction 
the brother lost the purchase of the land, greatly to his injury. Another of my accusers is un- 
der the charge of habitual intemperance, and others are obnoxious to the charge; it is rife here, 
and no doubt generally believed, that one of my accusers has seduced the orphan daughter of a 
broiher member^ and by the respectable portion of this community, or at least a large number of 
them, she is looked upon as a disgraced and ruined girl. Another of my accusers, S. Peck, 
has several times in open Lodjjre charged that Br. L. was never a regularly made Mason, and 
that he got in clandestinely at the early organization of the Lodge, when they were not suffi- 
ciently careful in admitting members. Now these things were as well known to Br. Secreta- 
ry when he made that certificate as was his own name. I would not speak of Br. L. being not 
a regularly made Mason, had it been confined to the Lodge, but it has been repeated to " out- 
siders," and you can very easily imagine that it has caused me not a little trouble. 

These, among other things, have kept the Lodge in confusion for a long lime. I was wea- 
ried out with it, and declared that I would resign, if discipline was not enforced. @ome time 
before the murder of Miss Slade, committees were appointed on several of these cases, but they 
have taken no action on them, not did I believe they would, at the time of their appointment. 

I do not complain of the brethren for having preferred charges against me, it was their right 
so to do ; and it is equally my right and duty to show you somewhat of the standing of these 
accusers, as well as to show you the fact that but few of these persons knew anything of the 
^harges they signed, only from the representations of two well known members, one a lying, 
trifling and contemptible scoundrel, and the other one, since he has become a Mason, tuaking no 
'.higher claims to Infidelity than that of a consistent Deist. And I had certainly rather that these 
accusers would be compelled, even in an unmasonic spirit, to prefer charges so badly shorn-of 
the attributes of truth and fairness, than to have had it in their power to have preferred charges 
against me, fledged with these attributes, even in the spirit of ** Brotherly Love, Relief and 
Truth." 

And now Most Worshipful and Brethren, I will notice as briefly as possible, my private let- 
ter to the Grand, Master, and which with my consent, he laid before Belvidere Lodge. 

1. " These proceedings were without my knowledge," ^c. I first saw the charges against 
me in the hands of the Grand Master. At the first communication of the Lodge after the mur- 
der of Miss Slade, it was agreed,a3 I understood, and as Br. Fuller stated to the G. M. he un- 
derstood, and I have no doubt every member there present understood, that all action in refer- 
ence to complaints against me was deferred until the next meeting of the Lodge. But it ap- 
pears that some of the brethren changed their minds ; of this 1 do not complain, but confess that 
I should have felt better satisfied had they f urnishsd me with a copy of their charges, or openly 
and honorably informed me of their change of purpose. 

2. " He has been nearer a Hell," &c. This is literally true, if a place of torment, and the 
disposition of its inmates to render each other miserable, is a correct definition of hell. This 
Lodge has been, during the two years past, one succession of broils and quarrels, until most of 
the moral and worthy members have almost entirely absented themselves from the Lodge, and 
assign the disturbances in the Lodge'as the reason. A year ago last fall, Br. Howell, the most 
expert Mason we ever had in the Lodge, and who bad done nearly all the work of the Lodge 
for eight months, (Br. Hotchkiss, W. M. not being very well qualified,) on the night that be 
took bis demit, declared in open Lodge that he "regretted that he had ever been a member of 
Belvidere Lodge No. 60, F. A. M*s., and that his connection with the Lod^e had given him 
more pain than any other event of his life." Br. Gooding succeeded Br. Hotchkiss, and it 
seemed the signal for bedlam to disgorge ; the members were refractory, and Br. Gooding was 
obstinate and mulish ; and to give you & sample of our ** peace and harmony,'* I will state 
that our chaplain, the Rev. O. Miller, in open Lodge, charged Br. Burgess, to his face, of 
having equivocated and lied to him, and that such had been his course of deceit and duplicity, 
and that be had shown such an utter disregard of truth and veracity that he felt it his duty to 
declare that he would not believe him under oath ; and this old dotard, for nearly a year, had 
bad an'open rupture with Burgess every time they met in Lodge, 

I succeeded Br. Crooding, and found everything in confusion ; the finances deranged, the 

books not intelligibly kept, no report made to the Urand Lodge for the past year, and the mem- 

^i», who contjau&a to meet^ drawn together by a spirit oi hostility, retaliation and recrlmina- 
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tion, instead of the spirit of brotherly love, and exhibiting more the spirit and appearance of a 
parcel of refractory, capricious Aid ungovernable school boys, than tlwit of gentlemen, and 
members of an honorable Institution. And these broils and ditficultiea had become subj<fcts of 
public notoriety. 

3. "I find myself associated as a Mason, with drunkards, gamblers," &c., &c. (A part of 
the answer in Justification of the foregoing sentence, details a case of licentiousness and drunk- 
enness on the part of two of the members of this Lodge, too revolting to publish ; the whole 
had become public ; and yet no notice was ever taken of these beastly transactions by the 
Lodge.) In the Lodge are ten or fifteen hard drinkers. By reference to the records of the 
Circuit Court of this dOhnty,! finFTwoTnHictmenfs against a brother, holding at tho time high 
office in the Lodge, one for_j[ambling, the other for keeping a'c6mmon gaming house ; and at 
the same term, an fn'Jictment against another brother, then holding high office In the Lodge, 
for gambling; and at the same term an indictment against a private member for gambling ; 
and at the same term an indictment against ati unaffiliated brother for gambling ; and yet no 
mention was ever made of dealing with these members, although the gambling and rowdyism 
of these and other members, was well known as one of the causes of my applying for a demit. 
" Blackguards,'* &c., &c. I have always understood that " drunkards, gamblers," &c., were 
such. The agency of a member of this Ledge in the murder of Miss Slade has already been 
stated, as found by the Coronor^ia Jury. 

" Accessories," &c. Br. Hurlbut admitted in presence of six of the- Supervisors, and tho 
County Clerk, that Dr. Woodward came to him immediately after the death of Missr "Slade, and ^ 
informed him of all the*particulars of her death, and that he then advised Dr. Woodward to 
flee the country, which he did, and was pursued by Ex Sheriff' Smith and the SheriflT, overta- 
ken, arrested and brought back, and committed to jail on a charge of mnrder, found by the 
Coroner's Jury ; this agency of Br. Hurlbut, after the death, he also admitted in open Lodge 
in presence of the Grand Master. For other accessories in this matter, please see my answer 
to the letter of accusations. Again, — several weeks before the murder ol Miss Slade, a bro- , 
ther came to me in open Lodge, and staled that a brother who hadtommltied a murder wFshed. 
to visit the Lodge. I absolutely refused to permit it, and there the matter dropped. But be-/ 
ing astonished that amurderer could present himself as a Mason in good standing, I afterwards} 
made inquiry, and this seems to he the state of the case, as nearly as I have been able to as-^! 
certain, and which I think can be relied on. Some eighteen months or two years ago, a Free . 
Mason murdered a man in Lasalle, pr some county in that region of the State, and was indict- 
ed and tried, and found gtiilty, or the jury "disagreed ; and pending the mDtlon for a new trial, 
or before he was formally remanded, as the case may have been, he wa s spirit ed awa^, and 
got into this county, and was secreted by members of Belvidere Lodge," u mil tHe * murderer 
could be helped ofiT to Cahiomia; this it appears, was the same man returning, secretly, for 
his family — and yet a Mason In good standing. .,^ 

4. The essential points of this are matters of record in the Lodge. 

5. The agency of Mr. Keith in th« death of £lleQ Slade was found by the Coroner and 
Jury. 

6. " The open and palpable course," &c. The conduct of members of this Lodge was such 
as to leave no doubts in the public mind, nor in my mind, that they were acting improperly in 
reference to this matter, and hundreds charged it upon us as a fraternity; and I publicly re- 
pelled this unfavorable impression, and charged it upon the individuals who were guilty of a 
violation of their duties as citizens, and as 1 conceived, as Masons ; a violation of duty that 
admitted neither of defence or excuse. 

7. " But here is, after all, the head and front of my offijnding." Perhaps sufficient has al- 
ready been said on issuing the warrant by me, and the agency of certain brethren in their ef- 
forts to obstruct the progress of the law, in my reply to the letter of accusations. And I will 
only add here, that these brethren were perfectly friendly toward me until it was generally 
known that I had issued the warrant and sent South in pursuit of Keith, shace which they have 
appeared entirely unable to control their rage and violence ; and their lying tongues they have 
utterly failed to control not only as against me, but also the doings of the M, W. 6. Master 
when here. 

8. Sufficient has been said on this head, and of 9. I have only to say, T acted in a spirit of 
conciliation and accommodation. 

10. '* One thing is apparent," &c. Several weeks before the mnrder of Miss Slade, while 
I was conferring the Master's de|;ree on th^ Rev. S. Park, I observed that he hesitated, and I 
took occasion to explain to him his relative dulies as a man and a Mason. Brs. Hurlbut and 
Bassett took exceptions in open Lodge, to my explanations ; and on several occasions siDce, 
they have maintained the positions they then assumed in regard to the duties of Masons toward 
each other, which positions and views will be fully understood from thefoHomng charge, which 
with others f I filed against Br. Hurlbut before the visit of the G. M. to this Lodge, to wit : that 
on the evening above referred to ** Br. Hurlbut then and there held and presented lo the Ij^As^y, 
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. viows of thft duties and oblijfalions of Masons to each other, inculcating principles at variance 
- ; wit4j individual rights, derogatory to the principles of morality, in violation of the laws of tho 
land, ajid in derogation of the order and well being of society; and calculated to jeopardize the 
■ rights, property, liberty, character and lives of those who are not of the fraternity of Free and 
Accepted Masons'* — views that compelled me, at the time, to mark j^tephen A. Hurlbut and 
Sinaon Bas$«tt,the two most dangerous men to Society thit.it.hj^d ever been my" misfortune to 
niRet witft ;"aiJ3 their subdequont conduct has fuTTy justified those fears ; and vvhat is vvorse I 
aSSUre'you; M. W., and brethren, I have since met wTth nfiany oThers holding the same dan- 
gerous views, i lyiow that in the presence of the Grand Master, Brs. Hurlbut and Basset; 
endeavored to show that their views coincided precisely with mine ; now if this was so, why 

did tbey arraign me in op^n Lodge, and bitterly denounce the explanations that I had given ? 

It certainly was not difficult to understand me. I simply told Br. Park that the assurances I 
had given him at the altar, that nothing in Masonry conflicted with his duty to himself, his fam- 
ily, his neighbor, his country, or his God, were not falsified by any subsequent proceeding or 
ceremony. It was at this tbey took, umbrage, and contended that Masons were bound to go 
for, stand by, and protect each oilier, as against ** outsiders," ai all hazards and under all cir- 
' cuBdstances, except in cases of murder and treason. If these brothers have changed their 
jfiows, I am glad of it. 1 have never so understood IVJaeonry, and another thing, I never will. 
. And if I find myself mistaken in regard to Masonry, I will find it quite easy lor me, in future, 
, to Iqt it alone, being forced to the conclusion of arf«ijJ and high Mason here, who, when urged 
by me to visit the Lodge, said he had been a Mason ov&K.thirty years, and that he knew the In- 
ystitution to be demoralizing and corrupt, and that unless it had greatly reformed within tho 
J last twenty-five years, a Lodge was no place for an honest man. 
r- \ Most Worshipful and Brethren, — I will now briefly notice the charges, verbally made against 
me to the Grand Master. 

1. " That D. H. Whitney^ W, M, liad guards stationed around the Lodge on the night of 
the alleged medUat^ attack on him.^* It is true that a large number of persons were around 
the Lodge that night, who had heard of the contemplated " row" in the Lodge, and the unpro- 

' Yoked attacks of certain members on me in the public street : and te that assembling of citi- 
•■ . zens around the Lodge, and Br. Fuller's interference, I am indebted for my personal safely.—. 
It will be worse than idle for any man, or set of men, to preach to me that a man is not ia 
greater danger amidst infuriated Masons, thaft in the midst of infuriated '^ outsiders." 

2. ** He is turning Anti-Mason, rushing toward open hostility to the Order," &c.» I have 
no doubt but some of the brethren were induced by Hurlbut, Bassett, Peck and a few others, to 
believe this ; for you know that this was a pre-requisits to their doing mo personal violence. — 
Go any other principle, it is not easy to account for the reasoning of these men, that to deal 
with and turn me out will prevent my rushing " toward open hostility to the Order," when a 
committee composed in part, if not in whole, of my accusers, have been dallying for months 

, with a brother for a slight olTence, and who report that he threatens to reveal, if not let alone^ 
and they suggesting to the Lodge the propriety of dropping tho matter for that reason :* when 
they all know that he does not know enough of Masonry to work his way into a l^odge ; while 
theto same brethren know that I am as iamiliar with Masonry as I am with my alphabet. — 
The solution of this whole matter is, that it is a deUberate and malicious falsehood. 

3. " He has refused to speak and converse, out of open Lodge, with several of the breth- 
ren." This is true as Holy Writ, and it is bocanse I have found them miserable twaddlers, 
false, malicious aud deceitful ; I never so learned Masonry, and this must be my apology. 

4. " The charge that I *' said brother Jervice refusal to telegraph in relation to the flight of 
Mr. Keith," the Grand Master will remember, was not proven ; this was a common report , I 
never asked him to telegraph, knew nothing of ii, and cared less. 

5. It was also charged, " that the Lodge could not be induced to meet again, nuder me as 
W. M." The brethren might have saved themselves all that breath. This is stale, and the 
rod in the hands of a parcel of the members, and used for a long time, as they imagined, to 
hold the officers in order. When I was elected W. M., I was gravely informed by several of 
these brethren, that, if at any time I called Br. Gooding to my aid, it was 'determined bv the 
members quietly to withdraw from the Lodge; and when, a lew weeks before the murder of 
Jjdiss Slade,I consulted several of these very members on the subject of my resigning, they de- 
clared that if I resigned it would break up the Lodge, for they never would meet under Bn 
Fuller. And of this charge I will only add, that these brethren will be no more gratified to 
get rid of me, than I will of them. And I simply ask you to observe from the foregoing tlie 
combustible and discordant materials that I was called upon to harmonize and to govern, and 
then conclude of the position of any honest man among them. 

Members of the Gr and Lo dge : I have now answered all the charges made against me. 
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that have come to my K^nowledge ; and as the M. W. G. Master assured me that if any oth- 
Len were preferred I should be furnished with a copy of them, and having received no copy, or 
V^mo JDtJination of other charges, I will only call your attention to the fact, that in all their 
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bitteroesii jm^j^eal Jihete brethreD bare brought no charges ^agaiiut my moral pharftcten 
> • And now HL. W. and Brethrin of tbe Grand Lodge, having pursued the course of my ^ 
fence, as directed by our M. W. Grand Master, in case of my inability to appear personally 
before you, and in tbe manner which seemed to me called for by the circumstances, in justice 
to myself, to the Grand Lodge and to tbe Order, as anomalous as these proceedings appear to 
me, I submit them without complaint of this course ot proceeding. I have but little to say by 
way of argument, deduction or comparison, but rest upon the facts submitted. 

Of the truth or falsity of the charges made by the Coroner's Jury, I have had, I have,* noth- ; 
ing to do ; that determination belongs elsewhere ; and it was only for me to see that the pro- 
gress of the taw was not obstructed, by a wicked combination, while in my power to prevent ; 
and although carried out, as all predicted who had observed the influences at work, I forbear 
to comment upon them, as my defence, of right, should be coofioed to the foregoing charges.. 

But as to the foregoing matters — why, after Br. Burgess bad possessed^ himself of the evi- 
dence against Keiths; did the brethren advise him to flee^ his country ? Were they alarmed at 
the strength of the evidence against hinv? Or were they prompted, by villainous cupidity to^ 
take advantage of his fears, and extort from him his money ? These brethren may hang up- 
on which of these boras they choose ; either should forever ^damn^ them with all honest citi-- 
zetts and good menw. 

I frankly confess to you, that I feel bnl lUtle solicitude about the result, and certainly iif my 
expulsion is premeditated, as some of my brethren boast, I have lost considerable time and., 
much paper; and can only say, if my suspension or expulsion is essential to the purification ^-^ 
of Masonry, and if for me to walk beside a procession an expelled Mason» with my accusers. ^ 
and some others in full regalia and in fUUxommiinion, will add to the honor and glory of tho ^^, 
Institutiolk, as It certainlv wiU to the gratification of *' drunkards, gamblers, rowdies," d&c, ^ 
make me the example or'the victim. . ^ ' 

I ask nothing but open,.frank and fair dealing. 1 have neither said nor dond anything in a ^ 
comer. I have dodged no responsibility ; neidier do I stand before you, by this my defence, . 
to implore nor supplicate ; nor do I retract one word I have said, nor apologize for an act I ' - 
have done in reference to this whole matter. I kqew xuf duty and. I have performed it to the 
best of my judgment and ability. I should perhaps feel a greater solicitude for the re8ult,had not 
my conn ction with the Lodge, thus far, shown to me the niter falstty of all thai waa repre- ' f 
tanrted to me of Masonry before I became a Mason. 

** Brotherly Love and Truth" are almost total strangers to the Lodge, and ** charity and re- 
lief have seldom entered our door ; not a twentieth tim^ as often as pails ofbeerhs^^e. Out 
of a revenue of some ten or twelve hundred dollars, but about fifj^^haS ever Deen appointed for 
charitable purposes, and 3ret it is aU frittered away ; to speak to you of *^ harmony "^ among us, 
would be an insult to ite shade. ^ 

If Masonry is, elsewhere, that which, when " the cold winds of death come sighing around 
lis," will coDtpibutO' to prepare vs to obey with joy th& summons of the Grand Warden of 
Heaven, — I yet love Masonry. But if it is what its controlling votaries make it here, — if no 
crime is repugiMmt to Masonry, but imaginary or real infringement of its usages , and the re-' 
fusal to violate the laws of the land and of (jod, to shield a member from the punishment due 
to crime — then is Free Masonry all that has been charged by its enemies, — the darkest and r 
most damning Instktuion thai ha* even scourged the eavth and cursedmankind. 

But if it awakens the energies of the aoni to an attainment of the approbation of heaven, it 
is well ; for then, instead of the awful, yet true picture, that I have above presented of thiis 
Lodge, we shall see her votaries crowdingto the holy of holies by the " benefit*' of a pure and 
blameless life, and with a firm reliance upon divine Providence, and an unshaken confidence- 
in the merits of the Lion of the. Tribe of Judah. So I learned, and for this I loved Masonry, 
— Wbuld to the Supreme Grand^Architect I could say I had so found it. 

I now leavelhe subject with yon, my brethren ; and if it is your duty to- certify to a worid 
that Daniel H. Whitney, W. M. of Belvidero Lodge No. 60, of P. A. M's., is suspended 
or expelled " for gross unmasonic conduct," let a candid world judge between me, from the 
''foregoing charges and diBfence,.and the Institution of which I have Uien been, though an hon- 
est, a duped, deceived and ignorant member. 

This defence I should make orally, were it in my power to attend. I therefore request tha^ 
Grand Siecretary to return it to me by mail, afte?r the Grand Lodge^t(^urns. 



. Ab I have learned and endeavorad to teach Masonry, and as I am bound to presume that 
-you have learned and teach it, I am fraternally years &c., D. H. WHITNEY, W. M., 
; . Belvidere Lodge, No. 60, P. A. M's. 

•^ Sept. 16, A. L.,686l*, A^ D. 1861. 

To.C. Gf. Y. Taylor, Moat Worshipful Grand Master, and the Members of the Grand I/odge 
of Free and Accepted 3iasons of the State of Illinois — In Annual Communication at Spring- 
field, Oct. 1 851. 

On the 9th or September, 1851, the Circuit Court convened at Belvidere. There was an 
nnusually largd'attendance of people from the country, and thuse of our best citizens. There 
were five Grand Jurors absent, or set aside for cause ; and the Sheriff was ordered, to fill the 
panel. He summoned as talesman Ralph D. Rix, the Secretary of the Lodge, and who is 
' 'both a Mason and an Odd Fellow, two other Masons, one residing in, and the other near town, 
one Odd Fellow, and the fifth one neitlier a Mason nc^* an Odd Fellow, but an ardent friend 
Of Mr. Keith. • 

The balance of the Grand Jury were, unfortunately, young and inexperienced men. 
After the Court adjpurnod the following appeared in the Chicago I>aily Journal of Sept. 
13, 1851, over the signature ot S. A Hurlbut, one of the Counsel : 

Editors Chicago Journal, Gents : — As a great deal of excitement was stirre)! up some 
.time since, by the story of an allcured murder committed in thi:i town, with which the name 
' of Mr. Samuel L. Keith was connected by public report, it is proper that the same publicity 
- Ikhould be grvenlotlie Justification which that gentleman has at length received under the law. 
In the time of the excitement alluded to, no pains were spared here or elsewhere to give cur- 
rency to the charges against Mr. Keith, and although in many persons who lent themselves 
to the feverishness of the day, the excitement was excusable, yet in many others, the occa- 
sion was eagerly caught at, for gratifying their private hostility, under the mask of a zeal for 
public justice. It is to the latter class that the sweeping charges of niurder, paraded in the 
newspaders and hawked about the streets, are traceable, and to such, I have no doubt, the re- 
cent action of our Grand Jury has proved a wholesome lesson. 

At the present term of the Court, a Grand Jury composed of our most noted and influential 
citizens was empanelled, nearly every membor of Which was subjected to examination as to 
his impartiality, and stood the test. After a full and patient hearing of the case, and the pro- 
duction of all the testimony, they refined to find any Bill whatever, and Mr. Keith was dis- 
charged from his recognizance. 4;£ 

Dr. Woodward, whose name has alsb b^en mentioned in the same connection, has been in- 
dicted for the crime of Involuntary Manslaughter, and will stand his trial at some future term. 
By publishing this state of facts, you will render a service to one who has been cruelly at- 
tacked, and whose innocence has now peen made manifest. S. A. HURLBUT. 

To wiucli the Corou<3r and several of. the Jurors made the following reply, which the Edi- 
tors refused to publish : 

" Will you do the mass of the people of this county the favor to copy the (above) letter of 
S. A. Hurlbut, from the Chicago Daily Journal of Sept. IS, 185^ and also insert the an- 
nexed statement of facts ? 
^/^ £ilen;Sllade was a most beaotiful, but orphan English girl, who went to reside in the fami- 
r ly of "HSaniTiel L Keith's father, at about the age ot fourteen or fifteen years, and continued 
I toreside there, as we are informed, between two and three years. About three months be- 
[ fore her doath^ it was rumored that she was in trouble ; and that S. L. Keith was the author 
\ of her ruin and^hame. On Friday night, June 20, 1851, she died at the house of Dr. Wood- 
\ ward;^ in Belvic^re, under suspicious circumstances. The same night Dr. WoodwArd fied 
t the country, (leaving her dead body in his house, with his wife and mother-in-law. and two or 
5 three very small children,) and was pursued by Mr. Smith, ex-Sheriff, and the Sheriff, andar- 
^ rested and brought back to Belvidere. F. B Hamlin Esq., acting as Coroner, held an in- 
} quest over the body of Miss Slade on Saturday, and assembled the jury again on Sunday 
evening, who continued their session all of Sunday night, and a part of Monday. 
The main proof before the Corones's Juiy was : That the post mortem examination show- 
; ed extensive injury, and abortion, which produced her death, — and that S. L. Keith took her 
■ from her step-father*s the Sunday evening previous to her death. After her death Keith in- 
formed one person that on the above Sunday evening, he left her in town on the south side of 
the river ; and he informed another person that he left her on the north side, and Informed both 
that he had not seen her afterwards. Dr. Woodward, after he was arrested and brought back 
to Belvidere, went before the Coroner's Jury, and testified that, at Keith,s rec^diill, he visited 
her at Keith's private room in his store, of which room Keith told him be keptili«4oor lock- 
ed and carried the key in bis pocket ; and that on the evening of the, Tuesday i^.lii visited 

— -« •*.■■■■ 

*As Ma^dnry is made Tip of trIflciB* and A. L., 5851 Ibr instance, it a great marvel with the I|QoraBt» parhaps you 
htA as woll Buy Anno Lucis, (Tear of Light.) 3851. 
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her at Keith's private room, she was brought to his, Dr. Woodward's house, where she died 
the Friday night succeeding. 

L. H. Magher^ Mr. Keith's Cferk, testified before the Coroner's Juty that he returned home 
from Indiana on the Tuesday preceding the death of Miss Slade, and started to go to the pri- 
vate room in the store, when Mr. Keith told him not to go there, and that he did not ^ant any 
ooe to go to that room ; and that on the Friday night of Miss Slade's death, Mr Keith 4aid to 
him, "1 want to see Dr. Woodward, can't you find him ?" And that he, Magher, then went 
on the mound near Dr. Woodward's hoBse, where Dr. Woodward soon came to him and said, 
'* She is dead." Immediately Mr. Keith came to them, and Dr. Woodward made the same re- 
mark to Keith, " She is dead." Keith replied " It is horrible, how her mother will fe^." Dr. 
Woodward then said to Mr. Keith, *' There will be a' fuss about this, and I must leaTe the 
country to-night ; and my family affairs are in a bad fix, and you roust let me have a hundred 
dollars." Mr. Keitli then replied that he had not that much by him. They three then went 
to Keith's store, where Woodward and Keith had further conversation; Dr. Woodward then 
told Keith that he would go and get his horse and come back, and that he, Keith, must do the 
best he could for him. After a while Dr. Woodward returned, and he and Keith had another 
interview j and then Dr. Woodward left. 

A lawyer went into the jury room, as the Coroner supposed, (the proceedings being ezpar- 
te,) to aid in the investigation on the part of the people, and after hearing the te&timony agamst 
Mr. Keith, left the room, arid disclosed the fact that he was Counsel for Keith, and Mr. Keith 
immediately sold out his stock of goods. About 3 o'clock on Monday morning, it was an- 
nounced to the Coroner and Jury that Mr. Keith had fled : they being through with the evi- 
dence in the case oCrKeith, they made out and delivered to the SherifiTa warrant, commanding 
Keith's arrest, but he was no where to be found. 

On Wednesday morning, at early dawn, a gentleman applied to Judge Whitney for a war- 
rant for the apprehension of Keith ; informing that one John Allen, residing about eight miles 
south of Belvidere, went to one of his nelghlx)rs in the' early part of that night, and informed 
him that one of Mr. Keith's lawyers had that evening paid him a large sum of money to take 
Mr. Keith from near Belvidere, and convey him with haste to the Illinois River ; and request- 
ed this neighbor to aid him, which he refused to do, and immediately communicated this to 
others. 

On this information. Judge Whitney issued a warrant for the apprehension of Mr. Keith, 
^nd eight or ten men started in pursuit, and overtook and arrested Keith and Alleii toward 
evening of that day, near Paw Paw Grav^'' They found upon Allen two hundred and thirty 
dollars, which Keith has since claimed, andj we understand, taken aWay from Allen. 
. Alien's waggon was arranged with two wooden springs running iengthwiae of the insidav 
•of the body, on which sticks were laid crosswise, on which were bags filled with hay, giving \ 
the appearance of a loaded wagon, and the bags high enough from the floor of the wagon to j 
admit of a person's creeping under. Mr. Keith was brought back to Belvidere on Fr'day f 
morning, and committed to the >Yinnebago County Jail on the warrant issued by the Coroner/ 
and Jury. Subsequently he was taken out of jail, and before judge Henderson on a writ of ha^ 
beas corpus. Judge Henderson, on the same testimony, held Mr. Keith to bail in the sum of 
two thousand dollars. ' With the Grand Jury we have nothing to do, biit with the same testimo- 
ny as was given before the Coroner's Jury, we will venjjUre to say that there canncf^ be found 
twenty-three candid, respectable and intelligent men in the world, who would not bav^ found 
an indictment : what the testimony was before them we do not know. The foregoing ^re the 
main facts, and we forbear making any comments on them, and leave it for the candid to 
judge, whether under this state of tacts the people were justified in endeavoring to arrcHt Mr. 
Keith, or whether, as iStephen A. Hurlbut, ozie of his counsel claims, he " has been cruelly 
attacked." • ' '*- • . . * 

That " the occasion was eagerly caught at for gratifying private hostility, under a mask of 
a zeal for public justice," is a charge against all and every one of this community; uncalled for 
and unjust. After Mr. Keith's arrest, all excitement subsided, notwithstanding it seemed the 
desire and determinaiion of his triends to provoke and keep it up, to give color to the cry of 
persecution, and to enable thera to draw upon public syoipathy, and manufacture public opin- 
ion. F. B. Hamlin, acting Coroner, Henry L. Crosby, F. B. Bement, S. Terwilliger, D. E. 
Ellis, D. Ransom, S. Avery, Samuel Powell, N. C Amsden, Daniel Reed, Leonard L. 
Lake, Jurors." D. Leonard, one of the jurors,wa8 absent, and the other one, S. C. Good- 
ing, the above was not presented to. 

X forwarded my defence to the ^ Meet Worshipful Grand Master, or the Grand Secretary," 
September 16th, 1851 1 and about ten days after we received intelligence of the death of M. 
W. G. Master Taylor. 

The Grand Lodge assembled first Monday in Octobnr, and appointed a committee consist- 
ing of Lieut. Grov. McMurty, Rev. C. Howard, and Judge Catop, to repair to Belvidere, : 
Nov. 10th, for the purpose of investigating the difficulties existing between Belvideie Uv^s^ 
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^nd thetr W. M. Nov. 10th, at 9 o'clock, P. M., the committee of the Grand Lods;e, viz : 
Hon, W^}^•' McMurfy, R^v. -C. Howard, and Rev. Wm. B. Linel. substitute for Judg>e Ca« 
tOD/app^ared at the Masonic Hall in Beividere, and organized by reading their appointment. 
They theh ordered the original charges and my letter to the late Grand Master read ; after 
•these were! reajd they announced that they had also my written defence, and that it was to be 
ma^e a part o.fHhe proceedings against me. 

Tothist objected, 1. Because it was such as I should >have delivered orally had I attended 
•the Grand Lodge ; 2d. That it was my private property, and the Grand Secretary should have 
returned it to me as 1 reqiiested 'him to do ; 3rd. Because if so unfair and unprecedented a 
Coutse was adopted as to make n^y defence the basis of new charges against me, J could ne- 
ver know when I was through ; 4. Because it was well known to the Committee that I was 
under recognizajpce to appear at the Kane County Cireuix Court on Thursday morning, as a 
'Witness-in the case of tne People vs. Wm. Woodward, «nd that I should have to leave early 
on Wednesday morning, leaving ua but one day, which would be little lime enough, in which 
'to investigate the origKial charges. * 

I thep stated that there was nothing in that defence that I wished to conceal from the Lodge> 
and that for the satisfaction of the brethren, I was perfectly willing H should be read. I'he 
'Committee then requested me to come forward and read it. I consented to do so, if it was de*' 
cided that it was only for the information of the brethren, and not to fnake it a part of the 
'charges against me. The chairman said the comcDittee has so decided. 1 then went forward 
/taxd read the defence. We then proceeded to argue ^and settle preliminary questions. The 
^committ^e announced, Ist. That none but Master Biasons would be admitted within the 
|i Lodge Room to give evidence. 2nd. That it was a weU StUled doctrine (Wiong Masons^ that 
i\a Master Mason's word was to be recrivbd anb-h^h- by all Masons^ of m much 
l|'roRcs AND VERITY AS AN oiVTH. 3d; That the' written statementa of '^outsiders" would be 
' ' received and given such weiglit to as the committee thought proper, but.ibalJh6ibrjDa..oi affi- 
davit would give no additional force to sueh statements, as the oaths vtxm\^^ €xira judicial, 
Tothe 2d, I objected, as grossly absurd and dangerous te every right and interest of the dt}m«. 
munity at large. And to the 3d, that though consonant with the spirit of the second, it was un- 
:'fair and preposterous, for the word of a Mason which Masons hold of absolute verity, is giv» 
;;en under their general Masonic obligation, wliich ia not only extra judicial, but seldom ad- 
ministered by a person even authorized to administer oaths. I^he committee overruled these 
objections, and adhered to the rules above laid down. I do not pretend here to give the tithe 
^rt of what transpired, but only such as seems to me of most public importance. By the 
time we bad proceeded thus far, it was plainly manifest that to have a fair investigation of the 
•foregoing matters wa^ no part of the business of the committee. Every possible effort was 
. made, and every word^^w^Uched, and every idea caught up afid distorted for the purpose of en- 
vies voring to place men ii^ ^ false positien. The two priests who were on the committee, I 
freely acquit of the shadow ev^^n of hypocrisy ; they frankly manifested that the throne of the 
Dexty thoy then worshipped, wais-iieitiier the habitaiion of justice nor fairness, nor yet of gen» 
tlemanly deportment, or common courtesy. Mr. McMurty was more affable, courteous and 
wary. Again the committee adverted to my defence before the Grand Lodge. I objected to 
the embarrassing the proceedings with that defence, as they had once ruled it out. 

The committee remarked that it contained grave charges against the brethren of Beividere 
Xedge. 

I'then stated that the defence was written in explanation and justificatien of my course and 
'the letter I had wri.'ten to the Grand Master; and not as a formal complaint against the mem- 
bers of the Lodge, — but if they would give ina time, after disposing of the complaints filed 
against me, I would substantiate every charge contained in that defence. It being now about 
1, A. M., the committee adjourned until 9 AM. 

TuESDiiY, Nov. 11, 9, A. M., the cooimittee met pursuant to adjournment ; and A. C. Ful^ 
ler, 8. W., volunteered to aid me on the defence. Again the committee called up the subject 
x)f my dtffen(% before the Grand Lodge. To this Br. Fuller objected, and after discuaamg 
the subject for some time the committee decided to lay that subject by for the present ; and 
then for the first time informed me that there was another catalogue of complaints in their 
hands against me, and which they ordered read. I then requested a copy ; and after a long 
consultation between the noembers of fhe committee^ they decided that 1 might take a copy» 
as Grand Master Taylor had furnished me a copy of the first charges. These charges were 
without date, and are mostly different changes rung on the former charges, and containing in 
addition to them (1) a charge of falsehood, (2) having renounced ell jurisdiction of Beividere 
Lodge in a letter to the Secretary, (3) and charging that I had stated that Grand Master Tay- 
lor recalled the Charter of the Lodge on account of the un worthineis^f the members. These 
charges were signed by Stephen A. Hurlbut, Simon Bassett, Wm. T. Burgess, 5. C. Good' 
ifig-, H. I. Dooliuie> Jonn Curtiss, Joel FhrUa^ Asa WHliamSt £. A. Woodroff, Orrin Mil* 
kr^ 8r,, S^ Lonffeofj A, S. J«aneO| L* H. Magher and Cephu (hrdner. 
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It was now late in the morningf and all knew that I wim obliged to leaxe for Kane county, 
distant 50 miles, early next morniuff, and as it appeared to me that the committee and my ac« ' 
cusera in perfect concert, were acting against time, Mr. Fuller and I agreed to spbmit t» a • 
trial upon any charges that they Would put in a tangible form, and thev nlade the following: 

I St. Of falsehood, in stating that the Lodge had refused to pay him $18^ they vvere ix^eSl' 
ed to him. ' * 

** Plead not gutUy of falbebood, and would justify as to the charge that the Lodge i:efu8e4 
to pay,*' &c. 

2d. Has renounced jurisdiction of Belvidere Lodge. , 

•* Plead guilty and justification." -^ . - . :^'' 

3d. Has stated that Grand Master Taylor recalled the charter on account of the nnworthi- 
^ ness of the members of the Lod^e. 

'' <* Plead, do not know of makmg such statements) but give notice that I will prove ^at 
' , Grand Master Taylor so declared in open Lodge.'' 

4th. Has improperly alluded to the obligations of a Master Mason. 

« Plead, not guilty.' 

5th. Has wiSkout cause repeatedly attacked the character and standing of members of the '>^ 

Lodge. 

** Plead, not without cause, and will justify .^^ . 

6th. Has charged that Masons of this Lodge consider themselves bound by obligation to 
protect a murderer. ' " 

<* Plead, not guilty as charged, but that members of this Lodge consider themselves bound 
/ to screen, aid, and protect a brother guilty Of ^rime, at all haEards, except in murder and trea- 
''. 8on, and that at their own election ; and^will justify." 

7th. He does not possess one particle of prudence, and is likely to utter the secrets of Free 
Masonry when excited in debate. 

'* Plead, if the secrets of Masonry be to conceal the crimes of its votariesi and a duty to vio- . 
' late the laws of the land and of God to shield them from puniishment, I am guilty, and shall ^ 
continue to be, and will justify by showing that it is only such secrets as the above that I have 
tittered and denounced." 

8th. He made arrangements with outsiders td watch the Lodge. 

** Plead, the Lodge was watched by * outsiders ' on the night of my meditated aaaasainitioii 
with my knowledge, and I did not try to prevent it ; and will justify.". 

9th. He has become the head and authority of Anti-Masonry. 

" Plead, not guilty, as I know of, and await the proof." 

And now commenced the most ridiculous farce ever witnessed in any proceeding in the 
least analagoua to a judicial one. The subject was taken up without system, and sometimes 
several would be speaking and giving their versions, their **J guess," and ** I think," and **l 
understood," and ** I have heard, &c., at the sftme time ; and when any thing came out that 
did not accord with the notiona of the committee, they would take the witi^^sses in hand, and 
without difficulty get it to theii satisfaction ; and to cross examine the witnesses was nearly 
impossible ; especially if I attempted it, the priests, more particularly, Linel, would take tbe 
witness as soon as 1 had propounded a question, and whenever the tendency was to elicit a jus- 
tification, they would contend that I had plead guilty to that, and that was the end of the mat- 
ter ; but Gov. McMurtry, having more sense, or more faimeas, probably both, would generally 
decide that I might take the witness again ; and scarcely could I propound a question before 
my accusers would take the witness in hand> and I must then wait until they got throgh. 
Late in the evening the complauiants gave notice that they reated for the present. Br. Fuller 
and I then looked over to see how the matter atood. The record of the Lodge had been pro- 
duced to convict me of falsehood by showing that the Lodge had voted me five dollars ; that 
allowance was admitted by the accusers, and proven by several of their own witnesses, tO' 
have been made in this wise^^ I presented my bill for 818 against the Lodge, and asked its> 
reference to the finance committee, the course that all bills andaccounta must take ; the Lodge^ 
refused to refer it ; I then withdrew the bill *, at the next meeting of the Lodge I was not pre- 
sent, and S. C. Gooding, one of my bitterest enemies, moved that I be allowed the sam of 
fnQ dollars, which was voted, and no doubt intended aa an insult, as my bill was a reasonable 
one. At the next meeting of the Lodge I presided, and when I orderod the reading of the 
minutea of the last communication, the Secretary informed me that tbeTeconi was not made 
up, and wished the reading dispensed with, and I ao directed : thia was the last communici^ 
tion of the Lodge that 1 attended, and so of course I knew nothing of die allovrance until the 
record was produced on this trial ; and the allowance waa made witboat a reference to the fi- ■ 
nance committee, and without my knowledge or authority. 

2d. I admitted that I had renounced the jurisdiction o B^videre Lodge ; and indeed tbejr 
bad no jurisdiction over me, u I was « membttof the Gzaod I^geeod uuniUe toUutpow^ 
er only. 
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Bd. " Has stated Chartef recallr d ia consequence" <fec. Of this the Chairman remarked 
tliat he did not think it worth while to consume time, as it was hardly supposable that the 
Grand Master recalled the Charter on account of the worlhiness of the members. 

4th. " Improper allusion to obligation," &c. It was proved that I said that Masons were 
under solemn obligations, and the exception was to my exposing the fact that we took obliga- 
tions. I proved by their own witnesses that Grand Master Taylor said, " that amounted to 
ncthing, for the world knows we have obligations." 

Of other charges, ihey stood pretty much as we bepun with them — I having generally ad- 
mitted them with qualifications, and given notice to justify. Br. Fuller then stated that he 
had been informed by one of the committee that they had determined to remain until I return- 
ed from Kane County, to give time for a thorough investigation; and now wished to know if 
that was the determination of the committee. They answered that it was. Br. Fuller then 
proposed an adjournment, and stated that before entering upon the defence we wished to make 
some remarks that would take up considerable time. The committee urged on us to intro- 
duce a witness or two as it was not late ; I told them that my witnesses, except Mr. Horace 
Robinson, had left, supposing they would not be called upon that evening. 

They then urged us to proceed to the examination of Mr. Robinson, which I did reluctantly, 
as I was unwilling to commence the defence at that late hour, and when it was certain that 
wo could examine but one witness As soon as Mr. Robinson was called to the stand, the 
Chairman informed us that the committee were in possession of a letter purporting to have 
been written by Mr. Robinson, and directed to the Grand Lodge, that they would like to have 
him look at ; he looked the letter over and said he had written and sent it to the Grand Lodge. 
They then asked him if he stood by that letter and reiterated its contents ; he told them he did ; 
they then ordered it read. They asked him if any one dictated or aided him in getting up the 
letter; he answered that there had not, and that he wrote it without the advice or knowledge 
of any one. 

' This letter complained of the bad conduct and gross immorality of members of the Lodge ; 
and of their improper conduct in reference to the murder of Miss Slade, and especially of the 
Sheriff for filling the panel of the Grand Jury. And so in every stage of the proceedings it 
«eemed as if the committee were intent on keeping me in the dark until a favorable opportunity 
■presented itself to take me by surprise ; and now Br. Robinson became the subject of brow- 
beatingr and abuse by my accusers, and after Mr. Fuller had for tried some time to examine 
him in the midst of constant interruption on the part of my accusers, which was not rebuked 
nor checked by the committee, I asked Br. Fuller to permit me to pursue the examination, 
which he did, and I soon found that I had not only my accusers to contend with, but the com- 
mittee also. 

The whole of them leading off from the questions I would put, breaking off with inquiries 
as to the Anti-Masonic excitement I had got up, &c. I arose and asked the committee to per- 
mit me to pursue the examination of my own witness in my own way, that my object was not 
to disprove by this «vitness that there was an Anti-Masonic excitement here, but to justify se- 
veral of the charges to which I had plead guilty. Here the committee seemed unanimous in 
the intimation that no justification w^s admissible for charging a brother with crime, in the 
presence of ^ outsiders,*' nor for taking any other measures to ffuard i^ainst assassination, 
than that of keeping out of the way. It is, perhaps, useless to detail more particularly the 
conduct of the committee on this trial ; any one who is tolerably acquainted with the history 
of the Inquisition can form a very correct opinion of it. It was now nearly eleven o'clock^ 
P. M., and a motion was made to adjourn until Friday morning. I asked the committee if I 
was to understand that I was to have only until Friday morning to return, without contingen- 
cies.; The Chairman, Lt. Gov. McMurty. replied, " certainly not, we are here at the expense 
of the Grand L6dge, tS^'gtt'fi'Tftls'iase'a tnorough, fulland fair investigation, and you shall 
have a fair chance for your defence, but we want you to get back as soon as you can." 1 
then told them that I could return by Friday 4 P. M., if the case came off as set, on Thurs- 
day. The accusers then handed in the names of, I think, eighteen more witnesses, and re- 
quested them summoned to appear on Friday. The chairman then asked me for a list of my 
witnesses, that they might be summoned during my abaence. I replied that they all knew it 
was impossible to tell when the cause in Kane County woqld be tried, and I did not want my 
witnesses summoned until I knew when I could use them, and that there should be no delay 
on my pa^ for my witnes&es wonld attend on a moment's notice. The Committee then ad- 
josmed. 

The trial of Dr. Woodward could not be reached on Thursday, and Fiiday about half-past 
ten, A. M. be csme intm court and plead guilty, and the witnesses were discharged. The 
cars left at half-past seven, and consequently I was obliged to wait until the train of the next 
Saturday morning. I arrived at Marengo, twelve miles from Belvidere, the then western ter- 
Bdnila of tbe Rail Rend, at 1, P. M., and as I was steppfng off the cArs, I met the committee* 
Ijukvd Mi. McMurty if tbey were on their xetam ; ne said they were ', 1 asked him \^ai 
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they had done since Meft ; he answered, " notlung ii(^coursc.^' I then asked him if I was ta 
have no chance for my defence ; ho said they should reftprt the evidence to the G. Master, tfiat 
they had taken ; and said I must take mine, and forward l^4^ the G. M., as soon as I c;»uld.-^ 
The conduct ot the committee before 1 left home, had fully prepared me for this, or^y villainy 
that they might perpetrate against me. " ^ \ ^' 

I waskaiisfied that they would hold, Is^ " Thaijio Mason has a tight taexposea Br. Ma- '' . 
sovkscrin^ : 2d. Tlkit llw^rciiler the crime, the stror^er the nblig^tionjUftonceal it : 'Sd. That I* 
a Masonic Lodge has the power of life or death over its members: 4 th. That if a member is ! 
aware of his intended assassinatiutit he has no right to employ any means of safety other than I 
his own physical force y or keeping out of the way. • 

I reached home Saturday, 16ll), at evening, and Monday morning I called on Br. Fuller, S. 
W , and then acting Master of the Lodge, and inquired of him if the committee had author- 
ized him to issue subpconas.to my witnesses, and to preside at taking their testimuiiy. lie in- 
formed me they had not, nor to hii knowledge, conferred that power on any one. IJpon in- 
quiry, I ascertained that after I left for Kane county, the committee culled Br. Robinson be- 
fore them, and to an accuoot, for the letter he had written, and for the testimony he had given 
in my favor, and suffered him to be made, for hours, the subject of vituperation and abuse by* 
my accuser:} ; and that the committee had.J)een busy with thn complainants, picking up every 
thing they could against me, after my absence, and that they had taken S. A. Hurlbut\s state- 
ment in writing to report as evidence against me, notwithstanding they knew that all the com- 
plaints were in his hand writinfr, and that he was regarded as the ring leader in this whole af- 
fair. And yet, at the depot, in Marengo, they assured me that in my absence they had ** done 
nothing in the matter, of course." 

After carefully considering the whole matter, I was satisfied that it had arrived at the stage, 
that, from the beginning, I had anticipated ; and concluding that I was now sulBcicntly ^* im- 
bued with the spirit of Anti-Masonry," and that for good cause shown by the '* High Author- 
ities of Masonry." 

On the 19Lh of November, four days alter the committee left, I forwarded to the present 
Grand Master, Thomas J. Pickett, the following renunciation : 

Most Worshipful , for persohal'ffeasons, '^^^ 

1st. Because I publicly pledged myself, in my speech at the Court House, to ascertain if 
the High Authorities of Masonry countenanced in its members a violation of the laws of the 
land, by protecting and screening a brother from the punishment due to crime ; and that if I 
ascertained such to be the case, I would publicly declare tt ; 

2nd. Because, in violation of the solemn assurance of our lamented late M. W. Grand 
Master, that no new charges should be entertained against me, without my having due notiee 
thereof, charges have been received an^ entertained by the Grand Lodge, or their committee, 
against me, without date, but referring to matters that have transpired since my defence to all 
the charges of which I have received notice, was forwarded to the Grand Lodge, and of which 
said last charges I had no notice, or even intimation, until the moment I was called upon by the 
committee to defend myself against them ; 

3rd. Because the committee of the Grand Lodge, viz : Lieut. Gov. McMurty, Rev. C. 
Howard, and Rev. Wm. B. Linel, (the last substitute for Judge Caton,) after arriving at 
Belvidere, on the 10th Nov. 1851, organized at about 9, P. M., and continued is session until 
after midnight, engaged principally in settling preliminary questions, and reading the charges 
against me ; dunng which they did not trfeat me with candor and fainiess ; 

4th. Because, notwithstanding it was then and there made manifest to the said committee 
that this entire community was cognizant of the fact that Belvidere Lodge had in the bosom of 
its membership, as well as worthy members and men of sterling worth, those too corrupt to be 
held and countenanced as worthy members of society at large, the said committee evinced no 
disposition to correct the abuses of the Lodge, nor even to administer reproof to those whose 
conduct was, and had for a long time been, subject of public scandal. 

6th. Because the said committee, after having proceeded to business on Tuesday morning, 
the 11th of November, for the first time informed me that other charges against me, were ia 
their hands, by order of the Grand Lodge, preferred by piembers of Belvidere Lodge, which 
were without date and of which I had received no previous notice ; 

6th. Because said committee entertained a complaint of falsehood against roe, for alledging : 
that the Lodge had refused to allow me eighteen dollars that they had been for a long time in- 
debted to me, and they received as evidence against me the Records of Belvidere Lodge, show- 
ing an allowance of five dollars in my favor, although proven and admitted, that the said al- 
lowance of five dollars was made at a communication of the Lodge when 1 was absent, and 
that on motion of one of my deadliest enemies, without my knowledge, consent or authonty ; 

7th. Because the said committee, after patiently hearing the prosecution all of Tuesday 
and a part of Tuesday evening, (during which time the only witnesses called were my accu- 
sers, being complainants, prosecutors, counstil and witnesses in the case) the proseoutioo ha* 
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Ting rested— I called Br. HoracQ..R^nson,^ a candid and worthy man, and meniber of the 
Meihoditt Episcopal Church, who testified to facts, most of which are known^o this entire 

• community, but which facts were in the general conclusive in my favor, amply justifying the 
course which I pursued, was permitted to be made the subject of vituperation, and in such a 
manner, as it appeared to me, to give witnesses most distinctly to understand that they would 

• be dealt with it' they stated facts favorable to my defence ; 

8tb. Because the said committee, knowing that I was under recognizance to attend the 
Kane County Circuit Court as a witness in the case of the People vs, Wm. Woodward, (on 
change of venue) indicted for manslaughter, as being concerned in the death of Ellen Slade, 
and that the same was set for Iriai on Tnursday, 13th November, and that it would be impos- 
sible for me to return soonac than PriJay evening, or Saturday, tney, the said committee, did 
. d3clare that they W3re here **at t^ie expense of the Grand L)dge, to give the subject of these 
i complaints a full, thorough and fair investigation ," and that they would adjourn until my re- 
V tur.i, and that I should have a fair chance for my defence ; 
.' 9. Because, on l^turday the said committee met me at the depot in Marengo, on my return 
from said court, and \\ ithin twelve miles ot Belvidereire, and they, in violation of their pledge 
to remain ani hear my defence, on their return home : , 

10. Becausa the said' committee informed me at the said depot, that they should report to 
t^e Grand Master the evidence they had tak^n, aud that I must take the evidence of my de- 
fence and forward the same to the Graud Master ; 

11. Because, on my return home, I found that the committee had left no copy of specific 
charges against me to which I should direct my defence, although they knew the charges were 
general, and that others had been verbblly preferred and ceuched in ambiguous language; 

12. Because the said committee left no power or authority by which I could compel the at- 
tendance of witnesses, nor did they authorize any person to preside, or even to take down and 
certify the evidence that I might adduce ; 

13. Because, as I am informed, and verily believe, that after I left for Kane County, the 
said committee called Br. Robinson before them , and to an account for the statement of facta 
made by him, when called to the stand by me, anu permitted him to be bullied and brow beaten 
by the said accusers, prosecutors, counsel and witnesses ; 

14. Because the aforesaid brow beating of ^id witness was evidently intended to intimate 
to others that it would not be safe for them to HtBiie facta favorable to me, if they wished to 
avoid the ire of the fraternity ; 

.16. Because several of my witnessed declare that they are unwilling to testify voluntarily 
as they dread the persecution of the Lodge; 

16. Because, as I am informed, and vetily . believe, during my libsenco aforesaid,, the said 
committee received the written statements of S. A. Hurlbut to use in evidence against me, 
(uotwithstanding the said committee were fully aware' tt»t the said Hurlbut had led off in 
this whole transaction from the moment he advised Dr. Woodward to flee the country, until! 
the moment of his giving that evidence ; and that, too, with a full knowledge on tlieir part, 
^ that Division second, Section 14 of the Criminal Code provides, that "an accessory after the 
^ fact is a person who, after full knowledge that a crime has been conimitted, conceals it from 
Uie magistrate, or harbors and protects the person charged with or found guilty of the crime,* ^;' 
and for the offence, *^ shall be imprisoned for any term not exceeding two years, and fined ia. 
% sum not exceeding five hundred dollars ;"} ^ 

And for public'reasons, 
I 1. Because I am convinced, from the action of a large majority of the members of Belvi- 
' dere Lodge, and from the action of the high aathorities ofahe Grand Lodge, that the dark and 
revolting crimes, of which a large proportion of the members of Belvtdere Lodge are guilty^ 
are not considered worthy of notice, nor derogatory to Masons ; 

^ d. Because it is apparent that Masonry do^ exact from ks Totaries the violation of the laws^ 
of the'hnd'to screen a member from punishment due to crime; 

3. Because the committee plainly indicated that they would not be influenced by testimony 
showing that the Sheriff was influenced by Masonry and OkLFellowship in his not arresting 
Keith, and in his filling the panel of the Grand Jury with five of Keith's warm per^ond 
friends, three of whom were Masons, and two Odd Fellows, (one of these, Br, Sec. Rix, be* 
ing both a Mason and an Odd Fellow,) and one of whom in the evening, after the Grand Jurv 
had failed to find a bill against Keith, and before they were discharged, in a drinking^" fuddle '^ 
in the bar room, drank to Keith, " here is to the brave and innocent ;^ and this indit^11oii< 
manifested by the committee after being apprised thi^t I could prove by Grand Jurors of the re-» 
golar panel that they adjourned before the business before them was disposed of and publicly 
Btitsd that they adjourned because they ** woold not sit tberie and be brow-beat by the talssmeir 
that bad been packed upon them; 

4. Because the committee did plainly in^Keata that no justification was admissible on ih& 
jMrt of a Mason for asking or receiving aid and protection from ^ oatsiders'* when apprised 

^/"lus meditMted aBMMtmLtkon by members of the xraternity -, 
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5. Because tho whole procecilina^s of Belvidera Lod^e, (with the exception of Horace 
RobiasoD, A. C. Fuller, Col. Freeman, Rev. M. Decker, Lyman Bensop, C. Connell, and 
a few others, being some fifteen out of nearly aevehty mambors) together with the Grand 
Lodge, when assembled in October last, and its constituted authorities since, has established 
beyond controversy that Masonry regaid» only assubjoctaof imperative discipline, those who 
infringe upon the secret usac:cs of the Order, or relubo to violaic ilteir duty us ciiizens and 
public ofilcers to protect a crimiiisl brother, or those who daru expose iniquity and crimu among 
the fraternity ; 

6. And because, being c-onvinced of the improper interference of Masons, as Masons, in 
the obstruciion of the laws in reference to the murder of MU* Slade, and being, unwillingly, 
forced to the conviction that the ^* high authorities'' of Masonry demand of her votaries (there 
are those too honest to vield, but of ttieso but Uw dare speak out) the violation of the laws 
of God and of men to iavor, aid, protect and assist a brother Mason without regard to the 
rights of others, I do solemnly aver that this whole transaction carries conviction to my mind 
that the occasion was gladly siezed upon and prosecuted against me as a tit one to overawe, 
and deter in the faithful discharge of th6ir duties, public officers (being Masons) judicial, min- 
isterial and executive ; anici to point a course of conduct for officers and members of Lodges 
inconsistent with the principles of morality, and in derogation of the laws of the land ; a course 
of conduct jeopardizing the rights, property lives, liberty and character of those who are not of' 
the fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons ; 

I do, therefore, hereby certify you, and through you the Grand Lodge, and through them 
the entire fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, that, for tlie reasons aforesaid, together 
with others not necessary to name — I renounce forever the Institution of Free and Accepted 
Masons ; and disavow, disclaiin and disallow all duties, obligations, penalties and impreca- 
tions heretofore taken, imposed, consented to or promised — past, present and future, known 
or to be known, communicated or anticipated, and henceforth hold myself amenable only to the 
conventional rules of the great fraternity of human society, and to the laws ol my country 
and of God. I am, respectfullv yours, <kc., DANIEL H. WHITNEY, 

late Worshipful Master of Belvidere Lodge, No. 60, F. A. M.'g. 

Nov. 19tb, Anno Domini 1851. Anno Lucis, 5851. 
To the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of F. A. Masons, II!. 

I have never received any official information of the final determination of the Grind Mas- 
ter, but have heard, and I presume correctly, that the committee recommended my druspension 
for thirty days ; and that after receiving the above renunciation, the Grand Master declared 
me suspended duriiig the pleasure of the Grand Lodge. 

This, of coarse,.! can only know by mere accident or rumor, and it may not be litemlly 
true. No Mason knowing the facts w^ould dare to ccnmunicate them tu.rae; for the reason 
that any Mason who would converse with one who is suspended or expelled, on the subject of 
Masonry, subjects- himself to the highest and severest penalties that the Lodge can inflict 

I deem but little comment on'the foregoing case called for. It will be curved that I met 
every move at the threshhold, and in the face of the Lodge, the Grand Lodge and their high 
authorities, and nothing can be fairly charged as an after-^nght, or as engendered by disap- 
pointment, or ill will in consequence of the treatment I received. I believe my defence be- 
fore the Grand Lodge is as plain and as independent as anything I have at any stage of the pro- 
deedings said or written. That defence was drawn up and forwarded when I supposed toe 
Grand Master was living, and would preside at the October communication, and who I knew, 
bad satisfied himself,^ while here, of the truth of most of the statements in that defence. A% 
a private, or an isolated matter, I admit that the public would hardly have a claim for its pub- 
lication. But if the " talons'' of Masonry are again fully grown ; if in the midst of every 
community, secret soeieties are sprin'ginfr up, the members of which, in their midnight or- 
gies, by solemn obligation pledge themselves eafch to the other, and to all of the sanie fratei:* 
nity the world over, in bonds stranger Uiari those of consanguinity, to stand by, aid and assist 
each other in all and every emergency, the world has a claim upon those who dare to speak. 
This. Lodge has been fully informed, as was the Grand Lodge, of the transaction referred to 
in my defence, of Masons here secreting and aiding the flight of a murderer, from a foreign 
county, and it has not been deemed worthy of note ; and not the least of the bitterness against 
me was prompted bv my rebuking the members, and making public the transaction. 

The resistance of the law by Masons, in the case ot the death of Miss Slade, was well 
known Ufthe Grand Lodge, and their committeej and they have approved it, and this Lodge 
has quietly acquiesced ; and having their Charter restoredf by the present Grand Master, sev- 
eral of the moat culpable of the members have been elected to the moat important offices in the 
Lodg:e. 

The question will naturally occur to every one, ^' Is there no remedy for this growing evil V* 
This is more easily asked than answered. One thing seems to me certain, that while profes- 
sed ministws of the gospel and mcinbers of chure^^os arc permitted to associate themselves 
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^Kh these ord^mzauoBt, the task fc^ ipply a remedy will be a hopeless one ; and jast so lor.^ 

will the declaration made to meiiot long since by a high Mason and a worthy man prove true, 

\ that ** a Masonic Lodge is the strangest medley of priests and murderers — deacons and whore- 

- masters — church members and gamblers— deceat men and loafers — drunkards and rowdies, 

, That the All Sebing Ets looks down upon." 

Those who are not Masons are under the impression that there is something about Mason- 
ry that is mysteiiously instructivejmjljiubliirne. Now there is nothing under the circle of the 
aun further from U'. Any liaTT dozenof ~my readers may assemble together and agree upon 
certain grips, and signs, and passwords, and upon a ceremony of initiation, obligate toemsel?e» 
'to keep this from all the world bat those to whom it shall be revealed accordinc^ to their estab- 
lished rnles, and solemnly pledge themselves to stand by each other, and all who shall become 
associated with them, through thick and thin, and they will have an institution similar, as in- 
structive, as august and sublime, as is the Institution of ** Ancient Free Masonry." 

Free Masonry teaches no historical, no c[eographical, no mechanical nor scientific truths 
her ceremonies are childish and puerile ; her charities t nore in s ound ^ gg in snbBtaivcp ; and 
selfishness supplies the bond that unites them in an irresistibfe ^o^^inrftood. TTflh readily an- 
ticipate the inquiry why I remained a Mason so Long ? I declare I was always a suspicioua 
Mason, and 1 have long watched the Institution with a full determination to ascertain, beyond 
reasonable doubt, if the charges made against the Institution were true — if the witness stand 
and jury box were corrupted, and the judicial ermine soiled by its influence ; and if found true, 
I determined to renounce it. It would not be fair to say that all the members of the fraternity 
are corrupt ; there are many who could not be induced to act in accordance with the consti- 
tntion of Masonry, indicated by the actions of the Grand Master, the committee of the Grand 
Lodge and the majority of the members of thin Lodge ; and jret but few of such have the 
firmness to act, and r/^Vn/oice. is /Ae earnest of their safety, ... a-.- -— 

And further in regard to my remaining a member of tlie fraternity — the reader will please 
bearin mind that I conclude my letter to the M. W. G. M., ** as I have learned and taught 
Masonry, and as I presume you have learned ami teach it," &.c. Now this plainly implies 
ftr^ it was intended, that Masonry may be differently taught, and this is true ; hence the bitter- 
ness against me, on the part of ** Simon Pure" Masons. In conferring degrees, I have always 
used the words ** worthy brother," and then strictly charged the initiate that he must jud^e of 
the worthiness of a brother from the very act or servire he requires him to perform, and if it 
conflicted Vith morality, uie laws of the lapd, or the rights of others, he must treat such an 
one as unworthy and diOTegard kia demands. This, it is contended, fritters away the objects of 
Masonry, and makes it a mere charitable Institution ; this I have always admitted, and claimed 
nothing more for Masonry ; repudiating as dangi^us, the doctrine, (which I am now of the 
opinion is well settled and has been fof ages) tfiat no Mason has a right to regard and treat an- 
other as unworthy until tried and 'suspeftded or expelled. 

The membera of Belvidere Lodge, as nedrly as I can recollect, when I left it, were, $. A . 
HwrlbtO^ W, T. Bwrgess, B. Bassett, 8, C. Gooding, R. D. Rix, C Ghtdner, A. E, 
Jermeff H, J, Doolitlle, L. A. Magher, J. Fltmda, /, Johnson^ Isaac Benson, J. Cur' 
Hss, Rev, O. Miller, E. A. Woodruff, S, Longcor, S, Peck, A, WilHams, D. 8, 
Brooks, 

Isaac Miller, G. A. Barrows, J. W. Westfall, H. Jackson, C. Ladd, A. Birge, S. Mack, 
8. Leaeh, O. Miller, Jr., A. Mather, Rev. T. L. Breckenridge, Mr. Simpkins, Mr. Ren- 
wick, J. D. Hammond, A. Lathrop. S. Carpenter, Leroy Benson, H. A. Turner, H. R. 
Meade, J. D. White, E. 8. Courtright, H. C. Miller, Mr. Millard, L. Andrews. 

HoBACB Robinson, A. C. Fttller, Esq., Rev. M. Decker, C. Corksll, Col. FkEs- 
KAV, Holt L. Fuller, Col. Avert. W. F. Peebles, Esq., J. Powell, Rev. S. Park, 
Ltmah Bensoit, and several others, I presume, whose nafbes do not occur to iH!i V^^ i^tlce, 
have joined, Dr, J<mes«nd the Rev, R, A, BUmchard, 

And now 1 leave the whole matter to the candid judgment of an enlightened public. Who 
have a deeper iutcrett in the eahjeet than they fre generally aware of. 

D. IL WHITNEY. 
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MemarTc^ on the M&^onio Degrees conferred on Tjadie-^, 



^ /^ Belvidekk, July 17, 1862. 

Rev. , 

You ask my approval of your publishing my Defence before the Grand Lodge of F. A. M.'t 
of the State of Illinois, in pamphlet form ; for which you hive my cousent*, and you also 
express a wish that I would furnish you a few remarks on the masonic degrees conferred on 
ladies. 

These degrees, as nearly as I have been able to ascertain, are of quite recent institution. — 
In the spring of 1849, a stranger, while stopping a fevf^days in this place, taught us a degree to 
be conferred upon the wives and daughters of Masons. Soon after, some of the brethren receiv- 
ed a degree intended for the mothers and sisters of Masons. I have taken considerable pains 
to ascertain the time of their institution, without success. In Belvidere Lodge are members 
who have been Masons from 20 to 50 years, and not one of them had even }itard of these de- 
grees until they were introduced here in 1849 ; and there is one Mason here, who was seve 
years Worshipful Master of a Lodge east, and several years an officer in a Chapter, aid n^' 
repeatedly told me that the first he ever heard of conferring degrees ot Masonry on women 
was in Belvidere Ijodge. During 1850, there was an effort made by many of the high offi- 
cers of the Institution to discountenance and suppress them ; but it now seems that the con- 
ferring of them is becoming quite general. We were instructed to teach that these degrees 
had once bpen common, but for a long time had been neglected and were now being revived 
again. The advocates for conferring degrees upon women, urge their importance to ladies 
when traveling, enabling them to be recognized by all Masont), who have taken the same de- 
gree, thus insuring to them " a reliable protector in almost every crowd." 

This, you will readily perceive, is a lamentable commentary on human nature, the spirit of 
^. the age, and upon the humanity and gallantry of Masons themselves; for it illy accords 
with what we ail suppose obtains in a pre-eminent degiee, that ladies find protectors among: 
'gentlemen everywhere, whether Masons or not, anj[, plainly implies that a lady cannot look to ' 
a Mason for friendship and protection ** in a crowd,'* jpnless she is able to bail him as an ini- 
tiate of some of these degrees. These degrees are* always somewhat analogous to some de- 
gree of real Masonry ; and although, after having received them, ladies will generally declare 
,^ jio Masons, that the ceremonies are " silly," they are, nevertheless, as mtsterious, as august 
~* INSTRUCTIVE and SUBLIME !■ as is Ancient Free Masonry itself, and differ only in the quantum 
of '* silly " nonsense and boasted pretension, and the abridgement of the binding ties of the 
oaths, — the grips or tokens, signs and words. 

The degree for ladies analogous to the Master Mason's degree, is founded upon the elev- 
enth chapter of St. John, and principally on the 21st verse. There is, perhaps, no chapter in 
the volume of Inspiration that more b^utifully portrays unshaken confidence in the Savior 
and human and divine love, than this one ; and no where is more clearly and powerfully dem- 
onstrated the resurrection power and omnipotence of the Son of God ; yet here we see it per- 
verted to sordid and selfish ends, and lessons attempted to be drawn from it, teaching the ini- 
tiate, at a given signal, to pass the meritorious and deserving, and rush to the aid of a brother 
or sister of this degree, regardless of consequences, and without a why or a wherefore. 

The degree for ladies analogous to the Royal Arch degrree, is founded upon the second 
chapter of Joshua, and upon the incidents of Rahab the Harlot and the spies. It has been 
contemplated to change this, as many ladies are highly displeased with the oegree being foun- 
ded upon incidents connected with a harlot; and to endeavor to remove this prejudice, it is 
customary to inform the initiate that " The learned men of our fraternity have ascertained that 
in the days of Rahab, the word Harlot meant an Hostess, or female inn-keeper, and therefore, 
Rahab the Harlot is synonymous with Rahab the Land Lady,^* 

Now, let us take take the 6th verse of the 17th chapter of Revelations, and adopt this defi- 
nition, and see how it reads: " And upon her forehead was a name written. Mystery, Baby- 
lon THE Great, the Mother of 'Land Ladies' and Abominations of the £akth." 
1 think, with intelligent and moral ladies, no argument will be called for to prove the impropri- 
ety of such gross perversions of the Holy Scriptures. Masons urge, among themselves, the 
necessity of conferring these degrees to remove the prejudice of ladies agamst secret socie- 
ties, and to prevent those family jars so frequently consequent npon husbands having the 
knowledge of mysteriejs that they cannot divulge to their wives. And it is true, that if these 
degrees are properly conferred, lady Masons, of ordinary iatelligeaee, can arrive at a very cor- 
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rect knowledge of the whole ** mystic ceremoniea ;'* bnt do Masons reflect thai many of these 
daughters and sisters of Masons wiH marry men, who are opposed to Masonry, and that they 
are liable to increase, instead of lossening, such difficulties? 

But undoubtedly, one motive pervades the operations of the whole fraternit y. Thesedegrees 
teach precisely, as does real Masonry, a selfish charity ; and although pretending to be found- 
ed upon the Scriptures, enforce none of its divine precepts and eternal truths, nor its universal 
philanthropy and benevolence, — all is " Aid and assist, stand by and protect each member of 
the Order, when it will not involve the aider and abettor in greater difil ulty and peril, than the 
principal is involved in." This is the spirit of Masonry in every degree. 

How difercQit are the inculcations of Masonry under all its forms, from the spirit that teach- 
es us that every where 

— -" Man is dear to man ; the poorest poor 

Long for some moments, in a weary life. 

When they can know and feel that they have been 

Themselves the fathers and the dealers out 

Of some small blessings ; have been kind to such 

As needed kindness ; for the single cause, 

That we have, all of us a human heart." 

1 am respectfully yours, &c., D. IL WHITNEY. 
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